
M.A. (PREVIOUS) HISTORY (SEMESTER SYSTEM)
SCHEME OF EXAMINATIONS AND COURSES OF READING

Note :- M.A.(Previous) History Course shall consist of two Semesters. In all there 

shall be 4 Core Papers, 4 Specialization Papers and 10 Optional Papers in the 

course. Candidate shall take 5 papers in each Semester. 

I M.A.(Ist Semester) :

There shall be 2 core papers, 2 specialization papers and 5 optional papers.  

The  candidate  shall  take  1  out  of  the  2  specialization  papers  and  any  2 

optional papers out of the given list of 5 optional papers.

II M.A.(IInd Semester) :

There shall be 2 core papers, 2 specialization papers and 5 optional papers.  

The  candidate  shall  take  1  out  of  the  2  specialization  papers  and  any  2 

optional papers out of the given list of 5 optional papers.

III In  case  of  the  specialization  papers,  the  candidate  opting  for  a  particular 

specialization in M.A. (Ist Semester) shall take the same specialization in 

M.A. (IInd Semester). Further the candidate opting for a particular optional 

paper in M.A. (Ist Semester) shall take the same optional paper in M.A. (IInd 

Semester).  The choice  of  the  specialization as  well  as  optional  papers  in 

M.A.  Course  shall  be  determined  on  the  basis  of  merit.  However,  the 

Department shall decide the number of optional papers to be offered in the 

Department in a particular year.

LIST OF PAPERS

M.A. (Ist Semester) :

I  Core Papers :

Paper I - Medieval Societies – I

Paper II - Twentieth Century World – I

II  Specialization Papers :

Paper III (opt i) - Medieval Indian Polity, A.D. 1200 to 1750



Paper III (opt ii) - History of India (1757-1857) – I

III Optional Papers : 

Paper IV - History of East Asia in Modern Times : China

Paper V - History of Europe 1789-1871

Paper VI - History of the U.S.A. 1776-1865

Paper VII - History of Britain 1688-1815

Paper VIII - History of Imperial Russia 1855-1917

M.A. (IInd Semester) :

I  Core Papers :

Paper IX - Medieval Societies – II

Paper X - Twentieth Century World – II

II  Specialization Papers :

Paper XI (opt i) - Medieval Indian Economy, A.D. 1200 to 1750

Paper XI (opt ii) - History of India (1757-1857) – II

III Optional Papers : 

Paper XII - History of East Asia in Modern Times : Japan

Paper XIII - History of Europe 1871-1919

Paper XIV - History of the U.S.A. 1865-1945

Paper XV - History of Britain 1815-1919

Paper XVI - History of Soviet Russia 1917-1991
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M.A.(P) History,    Ist   Semester   

Paper – I (Core Paper), Medieval Societies – I

Max. Marks : 100
Internal Assessment: 20

External Marks : 80
        Time : 3 hrs.

Note :- The question paper will  consist  of  ten questions, i.e.,  two questions from 
each unit.  The  candidate  shall  attempt  five questions  in  all  selecting  one 
question from each unit. All questions of 16 marks each. 

Unit – I Transition from Ancient Society to Medieval Society;  Feudal Institutions; 
Medieval State and Church;  Clergy and its socio-economic role. 

Unit – II Feudalism :  Agrarian  Structure  and  relations,  The  Manorial  System,  Changing 
position of the Peasantry, the decline of feudalism

Unit – III Organization  of non-agricultural  production,  Major non-agricultural  productions, 
Artisans and Merchants 

Unit – IV Local  Trade  under  feudalism,  Growth  of  foreign  Trade  and  Commerce, 
Urbanization and urban centres, urban society.

Unit – V Feudal Japan; Rise of Provincial Warrior class; High feudal society; Zen culture.

Suggested Readings :

1 Anderson, Perry Passages from Antiquity to Feudalism
2 Bloch, March Feudal Society, 2 Vols.
3 Cipolla, Carlo (ed.) The Contana Econoic  History  of  Europe :  

The Middle Ages
4 Colemn, D.C. Revisions in Mercantilism
5 Dening, Ealer Japan
6 Dobb, Maurice & Sweezy 

Dobb
Studies in the Development of Capitalism

7 Faruqqi, Amar Prachin  Aur  Madhyakalin  Samajik  
Saranchanaya aur Sanskritiya (Hindi tr.)

8 Ganshof, F.L. Feudalism
9 Hall, A.R. The Scientific Revolution 1500-1800
10 Heaton, Herbert Economic History of Europe
11 Hilton, Rodni (ed.) The  Transition  from  Feudalism  to  

Capitalism
12 Hodgett, A.J. Gerald A Social and Economic History of Medieval  

Europe
13 Jayapalan, M. History of Japan
14 Latourette, Kennetu Scott The Chinese their History and Culture
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15 Pirenne, Henri Economic  and  Social  History  of  Medieval  
Europe

16 Rolls,  Eric History of Economic Thought
17 Takashesh et. The  Transition  from  Feudalism  to  

Capitalism
18 White, Lynn Medieval Technology and Social Change

Paper – II (Core Paper), Twentieth Century World – I

Max. Marks : 100
Internal Assessment: 20

External Marks : 80
        Time : 3 hrs.

Note :- The question paper will  consist  of  ten questions, i.e.,  two questions from 
each unit.  The  candidate  shall  attempt  five questions  in  all  selecting  one 
question from each unit. All questions of 16 marks each. 

Unit – I Legacy  of  the  19th  Century:  Liberalism;  Nationalism;  Imperialism  and 
Socialism.

Unit – II World Order upto 1919 :  Origins and Nature of the World War I;  Peace 
Settlement  and  its  Long  Term   Consequences;  Making  of  the  Russian 
Revolution and Establishment of the First Socialist State 

Unit – III World  between  the  Two  Wars  :  Working  of  the  League  of  Nations  – 
Disarmament and Collective Security; Economic Depression; Liberal Ideas 
and Social Movements 

Unit – IV Towards Second World War : Rise of Nazism and Fascism – Germany, Italy 
and Japan; World War II : Origins, Nature and Results

Unit – V The New Political  Order  :  Nationalist  Movements  and Decolonization  in 
Asia and Africa; Communist Revolution in China and its Impact on World 
Politics

Suggested Readings :

1 Bury, J.P.T. France 1814-1940
2 Carr, E.H. 1917 : Before and After
3 Dorpalen, Andreas Europe in the 20th Century
4 Evans, J. The Foundations of a Modern State in 19th  

Century Europe.
5 Hobsbawn, E.J. Nation and Nationalism
6 Hobsbawm, E.J. The Age of Revolution
7 Hobsbawm, E.J. Age  of  Extremes  :  The  Short  Twentieth  

Century (1914-1991)
8 Joll, James Europe Since 1870
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9 Joll, James Origins of the First World War
10 Kochan, L.E. The Struggle for Germany 1914-1945
11 Lee, F. B. Europe Since 1914
12 Lucass, Colin The French Revolution and the Making of  

Modern Political Culture, 2 Volumes
13 Morgan, K.O. Oxford  Illustrated  History  of  Britain,  

(1789-1983),  2 Volumes
14 Mergan, R.P. German Social Democracy and The First  

International
15 Porter, Andrew European Imperialism, 1860-1914
16 Riasanovsky, N.V. A History of Russia
17 Roberts, J.M. Europe 1880-1945
18 Robertson, E.(ed.) The Origins of the Second World War
19 Roth, J.J. (ed.) World War II : A Turning Point in Modern  

History
20 Soboul, Albert History  of  the  French  Revolution, 2 

Volumes
21 Watson, Seton The Russian Empire
22 Wiskemann, E. Europe of the Dictators
23 Wood, Anthony History of Euorpe 1915-1960

Paper – III (i) (Specialization Paper), Medieval Indian Polity, A.D. 1200 to 1750

Max. Marks : 100
Internal Assessment: 20

External Marks : 80
        Time : 3 hrs.

Note :- The question paper will  consist  of  ten questions, i.e.,  two questions from 
each unit.  The  candidate  shall  attempt  five questions  in  all  selecting  one 
question from each unit. All questions of 16 marks each. 

Unit – I Sources  :  Archival,  Archaeological,  Contemporary  writings  :  Tarikh-i-
Firozshahi,  Fatwa-i-Jahandari,  Babarnama,  Akbarnama,  Ain-i-Akbari, 
Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh,  Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri,  Mutakhab-ul-Lubab,  Bernier’s 
Account, European Factory Records, Rajasthani Khayats, Arsattas, Malfuzat 
and Bhakti literature

Unit – II State  :  Nature  (the  Delhi  Sultanate  and  the  Mughal  State),   Theory  of 
kingship  :  Balban,  Alauddin  Khalji,  Afghan  theory  of  kingship,  Mughal 
theory of kingship

Unit – III State  :  Problem  of  Legitimacy;  Pressure  Groups;  State  and  Regional 
Identities with special reference to Vijaynagar and Bahmani Kingdom.

Unit – IV Evolution  of  the  Insitutional  Structure  and system of  Government  :  Iqta; 
Amaram; Mansab and Jagir; Centre and Provinces
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Unit-V State and Rural Society and Village administration; Ruling classes; Evolving 
compositions; Immigration; Local alliances and conflicts.

Suggested Readings :

1 Alam, Muzaffar and 
Subramanyam, Sanjay (ed)

The Mughal State

2 Ali, M. Athar, The Mughal Nobility under Aurangzeb
3 Chandra, Satish Medieval  India  :  Society  The  Jagirdari  

Crisis and the Village
4 Chandra, Satish Medieval  India  :  From  Sultanate  to  

Mughals, Vol. I – II
5 Digby, Simon War  Horse  and  Elephant  in  the  Delhi  

Sultanate : A Study in Military Supplies
6 Habib, Mohammad Politics  and  Society  in  Early  Medieval  

Period, Vols. I & II
7 Habib, Mohammad and 

K.A.Nizami (ed)
Comprehensive History of India, Vol. V AD  
1206-1526

8 Jackson, P The Delhi Sultanate
9 Khan, A.R. Chieftains in the Mughal Empire During the  

Reign of Akbar
10 Kulke, Hermann The State in India (AD 1000-1700)

11 Nizami, Khaliq A. Religion  and  Politics  in  the  Thirteenth  
Century

12 Richards, J.F.(ed.) The Mughal Empire
13 Sharma, G.D. Madhyakalin  Bharat  Ki  Rajnetik  Aur  

Aarthik Sansthayen (Hindi)
14 Stein, Burton New Cambridge History of India Vijaynagar
15 Streusand, Douglas E. The Formation of the Mughal Empire

 Paper III (ii) Specialisation Paper, History of India (1757-1857) – I

Max. Marks : 100
Internal Assessment: 20

External Marks : 80
        Time : 3 hrs.

Note :- The question paper will  consist  of  ten questions, i.e.,  two questions from 
each unit.  The  candidate  shall  attempt  five questions  in  all  selecting  one 
question from each unit. All questions of 16 marks each. 

Unit – I Understanding Modern Indian History : Sources – Archival Records, Private 
Papers,  Governments  Reports,  Newspapers  and  Periodicals  and  Oral 
Traditions

Unit – II India  in  the  Mid  18th  Century : Pre-Colonial  Order  –  Polity,  Economy, 
Society and Culture

6



Unit – III Expansion  of  British  Power :  Ideology  of  Expansion  and  Mercantilism; 
Tools and Policies of Expansion – Bengal, Mysore and Marathas

Unit – IV Consolidation of British Power : Annexation of Awadh, Sindh and Punjab; 
Subsidiary Alliance System and Doctrine of Lapse

Unit – V Evaluation  of  British  Paramountcy  :  Motives,  Phases  and  Nature  of  the 
Policy; Impact on Princely States as well as British Empire

Suggested Readings :

1 Amold, David and 
Ramachandra Guha (eds.)

Nature,  Culture  and  Imperialism  :  Essays  on  
the Environmental History of South Asia

2 Bayly, C.A. Indian  Society  and  the  Making  of  the  British  
Empire (New Cambridge History of India)

3 Brown, Judith Modern  India:  The  Origin  of  an  Asian  
Democracy

4 Chicherov, A.L. Indian  Economic  Development  in   the  
Seventeenth and Eighteenth Century

5 Desai, A.R. Social Background of Indian Nationalism
6 Fisher, M.H. (ed.) Policies of  British Annexation of  India,  1757-

1857
7 Gopal, S. British Policy in India
8 Guha, Ranjit (ed.) Subaltern  Studies:  Writings  on  South  Asian 

History and Society, Vols. I - XI
9 Habib, Irfan Essays  in  Indian  History:  Towards  a  Marxist  

Perception
10 Kumar, Dharma (ed.) Cambridge Economic History of India, Vol. – II
11 Mishra, Girish Economic History of Modern India
12 Mishra, Girish Adhunik Bharat Ka Arthik Itihas(Hindi tr.)
13 Panigrahi, D.N. (ed.) Economy, Society and Politics in Modern India
14 Ravindra Kumar Social History of Modern India
15 Rai, Satya Murti (ed.) Bharat  Mein  Upniveshwad  Aur  Rashtrawad  

(Hindi)

16 Raychaudhury, Tapan Indian  Economy  in  the  19th  Century  :  A  
Symposium

17 Sarkar, Sumit Modern India, 1885-1947
18 Shukla, Ram Lakhan (ed.) Adhunik Bharat Ka Itihas (Hindi)
19 Siddiqui, Aisya (ed.) Trade and Finance in Colonial India
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Paper –   IV  (Optional Paper), History of East Asia in Modern Times : China  

Max. Marks : 100
Internal Assessment: 20

External Marks : 80
        Time : 3 hrs.

Note :- The question paper will  consist  of  ten questions, i.e.,  two questions from 
each unit.  The  candidate  shall  attempt  five questions  in  all  selecting  one 
question from each unit. All questions of 16 marks each. 

Unit – I Shaping Forces of Modern China :  The Canton System of Trade and the 
Opium Wars; The Taiping Revolt

Unit – II Ideological Awakening : The Boxer Uprising; Revolution and the Repulic of 
1911, Dr. Sun Yat Sen

Unit – III Resistance and Struggle : The May 4th Movement; Rise of the Communist 
Party: Early Agendas and Initiatives, Relations with the Kuamingtang

Unit – IV Founding of the Peoples’ Republic : Civil War 1945-1949; Mao Tse-Tung 
and the ‘Liberation’; Causes of the Communists’ Success; Political Structure 
of the New State

Unit – V Restructuring of Economy and Society :  Agricultural  Collectivisation and 
Economic Reforms; Social Policy and ‘Cultural Revolution’

Suggested Readings :

1 Bianco, Lucien Origins  of  the  Chinese  Revolution,  1915-

1949
2 Chen, Jerome Mao Tse-Tung and the Chinese Revolution
3 Chesneaux, Jean et al China from Opium War to 1911 Revolution
4 Chesneaux Jean et al China  from  the  1911  Revolution  to  

Liberation
5 Clyde, P.H. Far East 
6 Clyde, P.H. Sudoor Purva (Hindi tr.)
7 Fairback, John K. East Asia : Modern Transformation
8 Fairback ,John K. The United States of China
9 Fairback ,John K. The Great Chinese Revolution
10 Hsia, R. Economic Planning in Communist China
11 Hsu, T.Immannuel The Rise of Modrn China
12 Jansen, M.B. Japan  and  China  :  From  War  to  Peace,  
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1894-1972
13 Johnson, C. A. Peasant  Nationalism  and  Communist  

Power  :  The  Emergence  of  Red  China,  
1937-1945

14 Mao Tse-Tung Selected Works of Mao Tse-Tung
15 Mohanti, Manoranjan The Political Philosophy of MaoTse-Tung
16 Mohanti, Manoranjan (ed.) Cheenee Kranti (Hindi)
17 Purcell, Victor The Boxer Uprising : A Background Study
18 Schwartz, Benjamin I. Chinese Communism and the Rise of Mao
19 Thomas, S.B. Government  and  Administration  in  

Communist China
20 Thomas, S.B. Recent  Political  and  Economic  

Developments in China
21 Tse-Tung, Chow The  May  Fourth  Movement  :  Intellectual  

Revolution in Modern China
22 Wright, Mary C. China  in  Revolution  :  The  First  Phase,  

1900-1913

Paper – V (Optional Paper), History of Europe 1789-1871

Max. Marks : 100
Internal Assessment: 20

External Marks : 80
        Time : 3 hrs.

Note :- The question paper will  consist  of  ten questions, i.e.,  two questions from 
each unit.  The  candidate  shall  attempt  five questions  in  all  selecting  one 
question from each unit. All questions of 16 marks each. 

Unit – I Europe in 1789 : State, Politics and Society; French Revolution: Crisis of the 
Old  Regime,  Intellectual  Currents;  Growth of  the  Democratic  Institutions 
and Participation of the Masses, Impact of the Revolution 

Unit – II Emergence  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  :  Expansion,  Consolidation  and 
Downfall; Congress of Vienna and Reconstruction of Europe

Unit – III The  Concert  of  Europe  :  Nature,  Growth  and  Failure,  The  Metternich 
System; Revolutionary Europe : Nature and Impact of the Revolutions of 
1830 and 1848

Unit – IV The Eastern Question : Ethnicity and Nationalism among the Balkan States; 
Independence of Greece and Crimean War; Nationalism in Central Europe : 
Unification of Italy and Unification of Germany
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Unit – V Process of Economic Change in Europe; Liberalism in England :  Reform 
Acts of 1832, 1867 and the Chartist Movement; Second French Republic and 
Second Empire

Suggested Readings :

1 Bartbelt, C.J. Peace, War and European Powers 1814-1914

2 Cipolla, C.M. Fontana Economic History of Europe, Vol. III

3 Evans, J. The  Foundations  of  A  Modern  State  in  19th  
Century 

4 Grant and Temperley Europe in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries

5 Hamerow, T.S. Restoration,  Revolution and Reaction: Economy  
and Politics in Germany 

6 Hazen, C.D. Modern Europe upto 1945
7 Hobsbawm, E.J. Nation and Nationalism
8 Hobsbawm, E.J. The Age of Revolution
9 Hoeborn, H. A History of Modern Germany
10 Hunt, Lynn Policies,  Culture  and  Class  in  the  French 

Revolution
11 Jelavich, Charles Establishment of the Balkan National States 1840-

1920
12 Lefebvre, George Coming of the French Revolution
13 Lucas, Colin The French Revolution and the Making of Modern  

Political Culture, Vol. 2

14 Marriot, J.A.R. The Eastern Question
15 Morgan, K.O. Oxford Illustrated History of Britain, Vol. 2
16 Porter, Andrew European Imperialism 1860-1914
17 Smith, Meak Italy : A Modern History, Vol. I
18 Soboul, Albert History of the French Revolution
19 Thompson, Dorthy Chartist  :  Popular  Politics  in  the  Industrial  

Revolution
20 Thompson, E.P. Making of the English Working Class
21 Thomson, David Europe Since Napoleon
22 Vovelle, Michel Fall of the French Monarchy
23 Wood, Anthony History of Europe 1815-1860
24 Woolf, Stuart History of Italy 1700-1860

Paper – VI (Optional Paper), History of the U.S.A. 1776-1865

Max. Marks : 100
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Internal Assessment: 20
External Marks : 80

        Time : 3 hrs.

Note :- The question paper will  consist  of  ten questions, i.e.,  two questions from 
each unit.  The  candidate  shall  attempt  five questions  in  all  selecting  one 
question from each unit. All questions of 16 marks each. 

Unit – I American  Revolution  :  Colonial  Background;  Sources  of  Conflict, 
Revolutionary Groups and Ideological Basis; War of Independence – Nature 
and Significance 

Unit – II Making of the Constitution : Issues and Debates; Constitutional Convention : 
Nature and Significance

Unit – III Evolution  of  American  Democracy  :  Jeffersonianism and  Jacksonianism; 
Political  Parties  1840-1860;  Role  of  Judiciary;  Blacks  and Women under 
American Democratic System 

Unit – IV The Monroe Doctrine; Westward Expansion; Southern Expansion; Manifest 
Destiny; Mexico-American War

Unit – V Sectional Conflict : Basis and Origins; Civil War : Issues and Interpretations; 
Abraham Lincoln’s Role in the War and Emancipation of Slaves

Suggested Readings :

1 Aldon, John. R. A History of the American Revolution
2 Beard, Charles An  Economic  Interpretation  of  the  

Constitution of the United States
3 Blum, John M. et. al. The National Experience : A History of the  

United States
4 Boord, Charles Mary The Rise of American Civilization, 2 Vols.
5 Boyer, Paul, Marvard Sitkoff 

et. al.
The  Enduring  Vision  :  A  History  of  the  
American People, Vol. 1

6 Clark, Thomas Frontier America
7 Current, Richard, M.T. 

Williams et. al.
American History : A Survey, Vol. 1

8 Endoes, James F. History of the United States 
9 Faulkner, H.U. American Economic History
10 Gorraty, John. A. The American Nation, Vol I
11 Grobb, Gerald N. and George 

A. Billigs
Interpretations  of  American  History  :  
Patterns and Perspectives, 2 Vols. 

12 Hicks, John D. et. al. The American Nation
13 Kaushik, R.P. Significant Themes in American History
14 Kristol, Irving and Gordon 

Wood et. al.
America’s Continuing Revolution
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15 Morrison, S.E. et. al. The Growth of the American Republic
16 Parkes, Henary B.et. al. The United States of America
17 Pratt, J. W. A  History  of  the  United  States  Foreign  

Policy
18 Randal James et. al. The Civil War and Reconstruction
19 Shihan, Donald The  Making  of  American  History  :  The  

Emergence of a Nation, Vol. 1 & II
20 Tripathi, Dwijendra and S.C. 

Tiwari
Themes  and  Perspective  in  American  
History

Paper – VII (Optional Paper), History of Britain, 1688-1815

Max. Marks : 100
Internal Assessment: 20

External Marks : 80
        Time : 3 hrs.

Note :- The question paper will  consist  of  ten questions, i.e.,  two questions from 
each unit.  The  candidate  shall  attempt  five questions  in  all  selecting  one 
question from each unit. All questions of 16 marks each. 

Unit – I Sources of Tensions in British Society during 17th Century; The ‘Glorious’ 
Revolution   of  1688;  Bill  of  Rights  and  other  Constitutional  Changes 
occurred after the Revolution

Unit – II Act of Settlement (1701); Growth of Whig and Tory Parties; Walpole and 
Cabinet  System; Personal Rule of  George III  : Nature and Constitutional 
Significance

Unit – III Britain and War of American Independence; Policy Towards Ireland and 
Scotland; Impact of French Revolution on British Society and Polity

Unit – IV Mercantile  System and British  Colonialism;  Industrial  Revolution  and its 
Impact;  Agrarian  Revolution  and  its  Effects;  Increase  in  Trade  and 
Commerce

Unit – V Change in Social Structure : Peasants, Working Class, Capitalist Class and 
the  Bourgeoisie;  Methodist  and  Evangelical  Movement;  Britain’s  Fight 
against Napoleon Bonaparte and its Impact

Suggested Readings :

1 Adams, G.B. The Constitutional History of England
2 Briggs, A. Age of Empowerment 1784-1867
3 Clapham, J.H. An Economic History of Modern Britain  (3 

vols.)
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4 Coleman, D.C. The Economy of England 1450-1750
5 Gupta, Parthasarthi (ed.) Britain Ka Itihas(Hindi)
6 Hill C. The Century of Revolutions
7 Hill, C. The World Turned Upside Down
8 Hobsbawm, E.J. Industry and Empire
9 Jones, J.R. The Revolution of 1688 in England
10 Joliffe Constitutional  History  of  England  Since  

1485
11 Marriot, J.A.R. English Political Institutions
12 Mathias, Peter The First Industrial Nation
13 Morgan, Kenneth O. The  Oxford  Illustrated  History  of  Britain  

Vols. 1 & 2
14 Muir, Ramsay A Short History of British Commonwealth
15 Peling, H. A History of British Trade Unionism
16 Russell, C. The Crisis of Parliaments 1509-1660
17 Stone, Lawrence Crisis of the Aristocracy
18 Stone, Lawrence Causes of the English Revolution
19 Thomson, M.A. A Constitutional  History  of  England 1642-

1801
20 Thompson, E.P. Making of the English Working Class
21 Travelyan, G.M. English Social History
22 Ward, J.T. (ed) Popular Movements
23 Watson, R.W.S. Britain in Europe 1789-1914
24 Webb, R.K. Modern  England  (From  18th  Century  to  

Present)
25 White, R.J. The Making of English Constitution

Paper – VIII (Optional Paper), History of Imperial Russia 1855-1917

Max. Marks : 100
Internal Assessment: 20

External Marks : 80
        Time : 3 hrs.

Note :- The question paper will  consist  of  ten questions, i.e.,  two questions from 
each unit.  The  candidate  shall  attempt  five questions  in  all  selecting  one 
question from each unit.

Unit – I Reforms of  Alexender   II  :  Abolition  of  Serfdom and its  Results;  Other 
Reforms – Local Government, Educational, Legal, Military and Financial

Unit – II Problem of Multilingual Groups and Policy of Russification; Economic and 
Industrial Development in the 19th Century

Unit – III Growth of Revolutionary Ideas in Russia: Populism, Anarchism, Marxism, 
Social Democrats, Bolsheviks and Mensheviks
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Unit – IV The  Russo-Japanese  War;   Conditions  of  Russia  on  the  Eve  of  the 
Revolution of 1905; The Revolution of 1905 : Nature and Impact

Unit – V The Constitutional Monarchy 1906-1917; Russian Involvement in the World 
War I and its Results.

Suggested Readings :

1 Dukes, Paul A History of Russia
2 Hans, Konn Basic History of Modern Russia
3 Hobsbawm, Eric Age  of  Extremes:  The  Short  Twentieth  

Century
4 Kirchnev, Walter History of Russia
5 Kohan, Lionel The Making of Modern Russia
6 Lenin, V.I. The Development of Capitalism in Russia
7 Milicakov, P.Seignobos History of Russia, Vol. III
8 Omytryshyn, Besil A History of Russia
9 Semirnov, T.L. (ed.) A Short History of U.S.S.R (2 Vols.)
10 Seton-Watson, H The Decline of Imperial Russia
11 Stevenson, David The Outbreak of the First World War
12 Sumner, R.H. A Survey of Russian History
13 Thanden, Edward, C. Russia Since 1801
14 Thronton, Anderson Russian Political Thought
15 Watson, Seton The Russian Empire
16 Westwood, J.N. Endurance and Endeavour
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M.A.(P) History  ,  IInd Semester   
Paper – IX (Core Paper), Medieval Societies – II

Max. Marks : 100
Internal Assessment: 20

External Marks : 80
        Time : 3 hrs.

Note :- The question paper will  consist  of  ten questions, i.e.,  two questions from 
each unit.  The  candidate  shall  attempt  five questions  in  all  selecting  one 
question from each unit. All questions of 16 marks each. 

Unit – I Arabia  before  Islam:  Political,  Socio-religious,  and  economic  conditions, 
Rise of Islam ; Islam as a socio religious system; relations with Arab tribes, 
Jews and Christians

Unit – II Evolution of Islamic state upto the pious caliphs, State under Ummayids, 
State under Abbasids

Unit – III Society under the Prophet and the Caliphs; Economy; Administration with 
special reference to taxation system.

Unit – IV The Arab Empire : Growth of Art, Music, Painting and Calligraphy; Growth 
of Architecture; Education,  Intellectual Contribution : Language, Literature 
and Sciences

Unit – V China  :  Transition  from  classical  to  early  Modern  China,  Commercial 
revolution, Society and Culture, Neo-Confucianism; State and Society under 
the Ming dynasty

Suggested Readings : 

1 Aghnides, N. Muhammadan Theories of Finance
2 Dening, Ealer Japan
3 Faruqui, Amar Prachin  Aur  Madhyakalin  Samajik  

Saranchanaya aur Sanskritiya (Hindi tr.)
4 Fitzerald, C.P. China
5 Granebaum Medieval Islam
6 Hitti, P.K. History of Arabs
7 Lamblon Landlords and Peasants in Persia
8 Latourette, Kennetu Scott The Chinese their History and Culture
9 Levy, P The Social Structure of Islam
10 Needham, Joseph History and Civilization of China
11 Sahu, K.P. Islam : Udbhav Aur Vikas (Hindi)
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Paper – X (Core Paper)  , Twentieth Century World – II  

Max. Marks : 100
Internal Assessment: 20

External Marks : 80
        Time : 3 hrs.

Note :- The question paper will  consist  of  ten questions, i.e.,  two questions from 
each unit.  The  candidate  shall  attempt  five questions  in  all  selecting  one 
question from each unit. All questions of 16 marks each. 

Unit – I The Cold War Era: Ideological and Political Basis of the Cold War, Different 
Phases–Pacts and Treaties, Tensions and Rivalries; From Bipolar to Unipolar 
World System

Unit – II Non-Aligned Movement and the Third World ;U.N.O : Concepts of World 
Peace, Role in Sorting out of International Conflicts 

Unit – III Age of Progress : Cultural Revolution in China; Civil Rights Movement in 
U.S.A.; Anti-Apartheid Movement in South Africa; Feminism

Unit – IV Economic  and  Technological  Developments  :  Industry  and  Agriculture; 
Science and Technology; Transport, Communication and Information

Unit – V Disintegration  of  the  Socialist  Blocks  :  Origins,  Process  and  Impact  on 
Society and Policies; The Globalization and its Effects

Suggested Readings :

1 Brar, Bhupinder Explaining Communist Crisis
2 Clyde, P.H. Far East
3 Davis, A.G. ‘I  Have A Dream’ : The Life and Time of  

Martin Luther King
4 Dorpalen, Andreas Europe in the 20th Century
5 Evans, J. The Foundations of a Modern State in 19th  

Century Europe.
6 Fairback, John K. The Great Chinese Revolution.
7 Gilbert, Felix The End of European Era : 1890 to Present 
8 Grant & Temperly Europe  in  the  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth  

Centuries 
9 Hobsbawm, E.J. The Age of Revolution
10 Hobsbawm, E.J. Age  of  Extremes  :  The  Short  Twentieth  

Century (1914-1991)
11 Joll, James Europe Since 1870
12 King, Martin Luther Stride Towards Freedom
13 Lee, F. B. Europe Since 1914
14 Lengson, W.C. World Since 1914
15 Lichhyme, George Europe in the Twentieth Century

16



16 Linda, Karber Women’s America : Refusing the Past
17 Luthli, Chief Albert Let My People Go !
18 Marriot, J.R.R. The Remaking of Modern Europe 
19 Morgan, K.O. Oxford Illustrated History of Britain, (1789-

1983), 2 Volumes
20 Nager, Joseph L. & Robert H. 

Donaldson
Soviet Foreign Policy Since World War II

21 Riasanovsky, N.V. A History of Russia

22 Roberts, J.M. Europe 1880-1945
23 Robinson, Nail Ideology and the Collapse of Soviet System :  

A  Critical  History  of  Soviet  Ideological  
Discourse 

24 Roth, J.J. (ed.) World War II : A Turning Point in Modern  
History

25 Schwartz, Benjamin I. Chinese Revolution and the Rise of Mao
26 Sontegi, Raymond Revolt Against Old Order
27 Wiskemann, E. Europe of the Dictators
28 Wood, Anthony History of Europe 1915-1960

Paper – XI (i) (Specialization Paper), Medieval Indian Economy A.D. 1200 to 1750

Max. Marks : 100
Internal Assessment: 20

External Marks : 80
        Time : 3 hrs.

Note :- The question paper will  consist  of  ten questions, i.e.,  two questions from 
each unit.  The  candidate  shall  attempt  five questions  in  all  selecting  one 
question from each unit. All questions of 16 marks each. 

Unit – I Agrarian Economy, Industries  and Production Technology and the State : 
Control  over  Land;  Resource  base  and  the  pattern  of  resource  used  in 
agrarian production; Nature and magnitude of taxation; Agrarian relations

Unit – II Handicraft  Production  :  Textiles,  Agro-Industries,  Metal  technology, 
Artisans, Mercantile groups and their role in production.

Unit – III Trade, Commerce and Monetary system, Growth of cities and towns : Inland 
and  maritime  Trade;  Structure  and  volume  of  Trade;  Role  of  Arab  and 
European Traders; Indian Merchants and their commercial practices

Unit – IV Medium of exchange, Currency and Banking : indigenous methods; Growth 
of  cities  and  towns  :  Nature  and  classification;  demographic  changes; 
administration. 

Unit – V Systemic Crisis and Collapse of the Mughal Empire : Tensions and conflicts 
inherent in the imperial system; Patterns of Resistance; Collapse of Empire; 
Interpreting the 18th Century 
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Suggested Readings : 

1 Alam, Muzaffar and 
Subramanyam, Sanjay (ed)

The Mughal State

2 Alavi, Seema (ed.) Eighteen Century in India
3 Chandra, Satish Medieval  India  :  Society  The  Jagirdari  

Crisis and the Village
4 Chandra, Satish Parties  and  Politics  in  the  Mughal  Court,  

1707-1740
5 Chandra, Satish The  Eighteenth  Century  in  India  :  Its  

Economy and the Role of the Marathas, the  
Jats, the Sikhs and the Afghans

6 Chandra, Satish Medieval  India  :  From  Sultanate  to  
Mughals, Vol. I – II

7 Chaudhuri, K.N. Trade and Civilisation in the Indian Ocean
8 Digby, Simon War  Horse  and  Elephant  in  the  Delhi  

Sultanate : A Study in Military Supplies
9 Eaton, Richard M. The Rise of Islam and the Bengal Frontier 

(1204-1760)
10 Fukazawa Hiroshi The  Medieval  Decan  :  Peasants,  Social  

System  and  States-Sixteenth  to  Eighteenth  
Centuries

11 Gordon, Stewart The Marathas, 1600-1818
12 Grewal, J.S. (ed) State and Society in Medieval India
13 Habib, Irfan Agrarian  System  of  Mughal  India,  1526-

1707
14 Habib, Irfan Essays  in  Indian  History  :  Towards  a  

Marxist Perception
15 Hasan, S. Nurul Thoughts on Agrarian Relations in Mughal  

India

16 Khan, A.R. Chieftains in the Mughal Empire During the  
Reign of Akbar

17 Kulke, Hermann The State in India (AD 1000-1700)

18 Marshall, P.J. (ed.) Eighteen  Century  India  :  Evolution  or  
Revolution

19 Moosvi, Shireen Economy  of  the  Mughals  Empire  :  A  
Statistical Study

20 Naqvi, H.K. Urbanisation and urban Centres under the  
great Mughals 1556-1707

21 Raychaudhri, Tapan and Irfan 
Habib (eds.)

Cambridge Economic History of India, Vol I 
1200 to 1750

22 Richards, J.F.(ed.) The  Imperial  Monetary  System  of  Mughal  
India

23 Richards, J.F.(ed.) The Mughal Empire
24 Sangwan, R.S. Jodhpur and the later Mughals, A.D. 1707-
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1752
25 Sharma, G.D. Madhyakalin  Bharat  Ki  Rajnetik  Aur  

Aarthik Sansthayen (Hindi)
26 Singh, Chetan Region  and  Empire  :  Punjab  in  the  17th 

Century
27 Singh, Chetan Madhya Kalin Bharat : Sultanate Se Mughal  

Kal Tak Bhag I-II (Hindi)
28 Wink, Andre Land  and Sovereignth  in  India  :  Agrarian  

society  and  Politics  under  the  Eighteenth  
Century Maratha Swarajya

Paper XI (ii) Specialisation Paper, History of India (1757-1857) – II

Max. Marks : 100
Internal Assessment: 20

External Marks : 80
        Time : 3 hrs.

Note :- The question paper will  consist  of  ten questions, i.e.,  two questions from 
each unit.  The  candidate  shall  attempt  five questions  in  all  selecting  one 
question from each unit. All questions of 16 marks each. 

Unit – I Construction of the Colonial State : The ‘Iron’ Framework–Police, Army and 
Law; The ‘Steel’ Framework– Civil Administration and Bureaucracy 

Unit – II Social Policies and Social Change : British Policy Towards Indian Society – 
Role  of Orientalists, Evangelicals and Utilitarians; Introduction of Modern 
Education; Social Reforms

Unit – III Economic Organization of the Colonial State : Rise of Capitalism in Colonial 
India; Rural Economy; Urban Economy; Communication and Railways

Unit – IV Ideology and Attitude of the Colonial State : The British Imperialist Ideology 
–  Political,  Economic  and Cultural  Theories;  Racial  Bias  in  Policies  and 
Governance

Unit – V Resistance to the Colonial State : Pre-1857 Risings – Nature and Impact; The 
Uprising of 1857 – Nature, Growth and Repression

 

Suggested Readings :

1 Amold, David and 
Ramachandra Guha (eds.)

Nature, Culture and Imperialism : Essays on  
the Environmental History of South Asia

2 Bayly, C.A. Indian Society and the Making of the British  
Empire (New Cambridge History of India)

3 Bipan Chandra India’s Struggle for Independence
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4 Brown, Judith Modern  India  :  The  Origin  of  an  Asian 
Democracy

5 Chicherov, A.L. Indian  Economic  Development  in   the  
Seventeenth and Eighteenth Century

6 Desai, A.R. Social Background of Indian Nationalism
7 Fisher, M.H. (ed.) Policies  of  the  British  Annexation  of  India  

1757-1857
8 Gopal S. British Policy in India
9 Guha, Ranjit Rule of Property for Bengal : An Essay on the  

Idea of Permanent Settlement
10 Guha, Ranjit (ed.) Subaltern  Studies:  Writings  on  South  Asian  

History and Society, Vols. I - XI
11 Joshi, P.C. Rebellion – 1857
12 Kumar, Dharma (ed,) Cambridge Economic History of India Vol.-II
13 Mishra, Girish Economic History of Modern India
14 Mishra, Girish Adhunik Bharat Ka Arthik Itihas(Hindi tr.)
15 Rai, Satya Murti (ed.) Bharat  Mein  Upniveshwad Aur  Rashtrawad 

(Hindi)
16 Ravindra Kumar Social History of Modern India
17 Raychandhary, Tapan Indian  Economy  in  the  19th  Century  :  A  

Symposium

18 Sarkar, Sumit Modern India, 1885-1947
19 Shukla, Ram Lakhan (ed.) Adhunik Bharat Ka Itihas (Hindi)
20 Siddiqui, Aisya (ed.) Trade and Finance in Colonial India

 

Paper – XII (Optional Paper),  History of East Asia in Modern Times : Japan

Max. Marks : 100
Internal Assessment: 20

External Marks : 80
        Time : 3 hrs.

Note :- The question paper will  consist  of  ten questions, i.e.,  two questions from 
each unit.  The  candidate  shall  attempt  five questions  in  all  selecting  one 
question from each unit. All questions of 16 marks each. 

Unit – I The Period of Transition: Japan in the 19th Century; Western Contact and its 
Implications; Events leading to the Meiji Restoration

Unit – II Meiji Period : Meiji Restoration – Aims, Nature and Significance; Economic 
and Political Reforms; Educational and Social Restructuring 

Unit – III The  Period  of  Consolidation:  Industrial  Transformation;  Foreign  Policy 
1895-1919; Policy of Expansion and Aggression
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Unit – IV Failure of Democracy: Growth of the Military; The Political Party System 
and its Drawbacks; Japan and the  World War II

Unit – V Post-World War II Japan : Democratization and the New Political System; 
Economic and Industrial Remodeling; Social and Educational Remodeling

Suggested Readings :

1 Akita, George Foundation  of  the  Constitutional  
Government in Modern Japan

2 Allen, George C. Modern Japan and its Problem
3 Allen, George C. A Short Economic History of Modern Japan  

1867-1937
4 Beasley, W.G. The Modern History of Japan
5 Bakmann, George M. The Making of the Meiji Constitution
6 Clyde, P.H. Far East 
7 Clyde, P.H. Sudoor Purva (Hindi tr.)
8 Dengarfield, R.J. The New Japan
9 Fairback, John K. East Asia : Modern Transformation
10 Fine, S.M. Japan’s  Post-War Industrial Recovery
11 Hall, John W. Japan From Prehistory to Modern Times
12 Holtam, D.C. Modern Japan and Shinto Nationalism
13 James, David H. The Rise and Fall of the Japanese Empire
14 Jansen, M.B. Japan  and  China  :  From  War  to  Peace,  

1894-1972
15 Kostan, E.E.N Militarism and Foreign Policy in Japan
16 Lockwood, William The  Economic  Development  of  Japan  :  

Growth and Structural Change
17 Jansen M.B. (ed) The Cambridge History of Japan Vols V to 

VI
18 Myers, Ramon H. and Mark 

R. Patric (eds.)
The Japanese Colonial Empire, 1895-1945

19 Norman, E.H. Japan’s Emergence as a Modern State
20 Pyle, Kenneth B. The Making of Modern Japan
21 Scalapino, Robrt A. Democracy and the Party Movement in Pre-

War Japan

22 Smith, Thomas C. Political  Change  and  Industrial  
Development  in  Japan  :  Government  
Enterprise

23 Tanin, O and Yohan, E. Militarism and Fascism in Japan
24 Yanaga, Chitoshi Japan sinceParry
25 Young, A. Morgan Imperial Japan, 1926-1938
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Paper – XIII (Optional Paper), History of Europe 1871-1919

Max. Marks : 100
Internal Assessment: 20

External Marks : 80
        Time : 3 hrs.

Note :- The question paper will  consist  of  ten questions, i.e.,  two questions from 
each unit.  The  candidate  shall  attempt  five questions  in  all  selecting  one 
question from each unit. All questions of 16 marks each. 

Unit – I Europe in 1871 : State, Politics and Society; Bismark and the Beginning of 
Diplomatic  Alignments  :  Three  Emperors’  League,  Dual  Alliance,  Triple 
Alliance and Re-Insurance Treaty. 

Unit – II Franco-German Relations  1871 –  1890;  The  Eastern  Question:  Revolt  in 
Bosania  and  Russo-Turkish  War,  Berlin  Congress  and  Bulgarian  Crisis; 
European Imperialist Interests in Africa and its Partition 

Unit – III Franco-Russian  Alliance,  Anglo-French  Alliance,  Anglo-Russian  Alliance 
and the Formation of Triple Entente; Shifting Positions of Italy

Unit – IV Nature of the Triple Alliance and Triple Entente 1907-1914; Morocco Crisis, 
Bosnian Crisis and Agadir Crisis; Anglo-German Naval Rivalry

Unit – V Balkan League and Balkan Wars; World War First :  Causes, Origins and 
Responsibility; The Peace Settlement and Treaty of Versailles

Suggested Readings :

1 Bartbelt , C.J. Peace,  War  and  European  Powers  1814-
1914

2 Evans, J. The Foundations of A Modern State in 19th  
Century 

3 Fay, S.B. Origins of the First World War
4 Gooch, G.P. History of Modern Europe 1878-1920
5 Grant and Temperley Europe  in  the  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth  

Centuries
6 Hazen, C.D. Modern Europe upto 1945
7 Hobsbawm, E.J. Nation and Nationalism
8 Joel, James Europe Since 1870
9 Joel, James Origins of the First World War
10 Langer, W.L. The Diplomacy of Imperialism
11 Langer, W.L. European Alliances and Alignments 
12 Marriot, J.A.R. The Eastern Question
13 Marriot, J.A.R. The Remaking of Modern Europe
14 Porter, Andrew European Imperialism 1860-1914
15 Post, Ken Revolution and European Experience 1789-

1914
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16 Roberts, J.M. Europe 1880-1945
17 Robertson, C.G. Bismark
18 Roth, J.J. (ed.) World War I : A Turning Point in Modern  

History
19 Stevenson, David The Outbreak of the First World War
20 Taylor, A.J.P. Bismark : The Man and Statesman
21 Taylor, A.J.P. Struggle For the Mastery in Europe
22 Thomson, David Europe Since Napoleon

Paper – XIV (Optional Paper), History of the U.S.A. 1865-1945

Max. Marks : 100
Internal Assessment: 20

External Marks : 80
        Time : 3 hrs.

Note :- The question paper will  consist  of  ten questions, i.e.,  two questions from 
each unit.  The  candidate  shall  attempt  five questions  in  all  selecting  one 
question from each unit. All questions of 16 marks each. 

Unit – I Reconstruction after the Civil War : Presidential, Radical and Congressional 
Plans; The Emergence of the ‘New South’; Social Tensions and Reactions

Unit – II Economic Changes : Growth of Capitalism and Big Business; Agriculture 
and Industry; Farmers’ Unrest and Populism

Unit – III Labour Movement : Causes of the Labour Unrest and Rise of Unionism; The 
Progressive Movement and Reforms under Roosevelt, Taft and Wilson 

Unit – IV Emergence  of  U.S.A.  as  an  Imperial  Power  :  Spanish-American  War; 
Foreign Policies of Roosevelt, Taft and Wilson; U.S.A. and World War I

Unit – V Post-War Developments  from Hardinge to  Hoover;  Economic Depression 
and the New Deal; America and World War II

Suggested Readings :

1 Blum, John M. et. al. The National Experience : A History of the  
United States

2 Boord, Charles Mary The Rise of American Civilization, 2 Vols.
3 Boyer, Paul, Marvard Sitkoff 

et. al
The  Enduring  Vision  :  A  History  of  the  
American People, Vol. 1

4 Current, Richard, M.T. 
Williams et. al.

American History : A Survey, Vol. 1

5 Dunning, William A. Reconstruction : Political and Economic 
6 Endoes, James F. History of the United States 
7 Faulkner, H.U American Economic History
8 Franklin, John Hope From Slavery to Freedom
9 Grobb, Gerald N. and George 

A. Billigs
Interpretations  of  American  History  :  
Patterns and Perspectives, 2 Vols. 

10 Hicks, John D. The  Federal  Union  :  A  History  of  U.S.A.  
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Since 1865
11 Hicks, John D. et. al. The American Nation
12 Kaushik, R.P. Significant Themes in American History
13 May, E.R. The World War and American Isolation 
14 Mofstadter, R.W.N. The American Republic Since 1865. 
15 Morrison, S.E. et. al. The Growth of the American Republic
16 Nicholas, Jeannetta P. The Republic of United States : A History
17 Parkes, Henary B.et. al. The United States of America
18 Pratt, J. W. A  History  of  the  United  States  Foreign  

Policy
19 Shihan, Donald The  Making  of  American  History  :  The  

Emergence of a Nation, Vol. 1 & II
20 Tripathi, Dwijendra and S.C. 

Tiwari
Themes  and  Perspective  in  American  
History

Paper – XV (Optional Paper), History of Britain, 1815-1919

Max. Marks : 100
Internal Assessment: 20

External Marks : 80
        Time : 3 hrs.

Note :- The question paper will  consist  of  ten questions, i.e.,  two questions from 
each unit.  The  candidate  shall  attempt  five questions  in  all  selecting  one 
question from each unit. All questions of 16 marks each. 

Unit – I Economic and Social Conditions of Britain at the End of Napoleonic Wars; 
The  Political  System  under  the  Unreformed  Constitution;  Industrial 
Transformation (1815-1851) and its Impact

Unit – II Parliamentary  Reforms–Effects  of  the  Widening  Franchise;  The  Chartist 
Movement; The Durham Report and New Colonial Policy

Unit – III Changes in the Party System; Home and Foreign Policies of Gladstone and 
Disraeli; The Irish Question

Unit – IV Development  of  Free  Trade  Capitalism  and  British  Economy;  Society, 
Culture and Social Legislation; Trade Unionism; The Parliament Act of 1911

Unit – V The Policy of ‘Splendid Isolation’;  Britain’s  Commitment to  Alignments; 
British Involvement in World War I

Suggested Readings :

1 Ashton, T.S.(ed) An Economic History of England 1870-1939
2 Best, Geofrey Mid-Victorian, Britain 1851-1875
3 Cape, Jonathan England in the 19th Century 1815-1914
4 Clapham, J.H. An Economic  History  of  Modern  Britain  (3 

vols.)

5 Clark, G. Kitson The Making of Victorian England
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6 Cole, G.D.H. and P. Raymond The Common People
7 Ensor, R.C.K. England 1870-1914
8 Ewans, R.J. The Victorian Age
9 Gupta, Parthasarthi (ed.) Britain Ka Itihas(Hindi)
10 Halvey, Elie History of British People in the 19th Century,  

Vosl. I  to IV

11 Herbert, L.P. A History of Modern Britain, 1815-1961
12 Marriot, R.J. England Since Waterloo
13 Morgan, Kenneth O. The  Oxford  Illustrated  History  of  Britain  

Vols. 1&2
14 Norman, Edward A History of Modern Ireland
15 Peling, H. A History of British Trade Unionism
16 Stvenson, Daivd The Outbreak of the First World War
17 Thomson, David England in the 19th Century
18 Thompson, Dorthy Chartist  :  Popular Politics  in the Industrial  

Revolution

19 Travelyan, G.M. British History in the 19th Century and After
20 Travelyan, G.M. English Social History
21 Ward, J.T.(ed.) Popular Movements
22 Watson, R.W.S. Britain in Europe 1789-1914
23 Webb, R.K. Modern  England  (From  18th  Century  to  

Present)
24 White, R.J. Waterloo to Peterloo
25 Woodward, L. The Age of Reform

Paper – XVI (Optional Paper), History of Soviet Russia 1917-1991

Max. Marks : 100
Internal Assessment: 20

External Marks : 80
        Time : 3 hrs.

Note :- The question paper will  consist  of  ten questions, i.e.,  two questions from 
each unit.  The  candidate  shall  attempt  five questions  in  all  selecting  one 
question from each unit. All questions of 16 marks each. 

Unit – I Conditions of Russia on the Eve of the Revolutions of 1917; The February 
Revolution;  Provisional  Government  and  the  Soviets;  The  October 
Revolution : Causes, Course and Consequences

Unit – II ‘War  Communism’  in  Russia;  The  New  Economic  Policy;  Intra-Party 
Struggle after Lenin; Economic Planning and Collectivization of Land 1929-
1933

Unit – III The Soviet Foreign Policy 1933-1941; Soviet Union and the Second World 
War 1941-1945; The Stalinist Policies of Recovery 1945-1953
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Unit – IV ‘De-Stalinization’ under Khruschev – Domestic and Foreign Policies; The 
Brezhnev Era : Emerging Stagnancy in Soviet State

Unit – V Gorbachev’s Reforms with special reference to ‘Perestroika and ‘Glasnost; 
Crisis within the Soviet Union; Disintegration of the Soviet Union : Causes, 
Course and Significance

Suggested Readings :

1 Arago, Louis A  History  of  U.S.S.R.  from  Lenin  to  
Krushchev

2 Omytrychyn, Besil A History of Russia
3 Brar, Bhupinder Explaining Communist Crisis
4 Carr, E.H. The Interregnum 1923-24
5 Carr, E.H. “Some  Random  Reflections  on  Soviet 

Industrialization”  in  C.H.  Feinstein  (ed.) 
Socialism,  Capitalism  and  Economic  
Growth

6 Carr, E.H. 1917 : Before and After
7 Carr, E.H. The Bolshevik Revolution 1917-1923
8 Deutscher, Issac The Prophet Outcast 1919-1940
9 Deutscher, Issac Stalin : A Political Biography
10 Dobb, Maurice Soviet Economic Development Since 1917
11 Girkin, C.H. and H.H. Fisher Bolsheviks and the World War
12 Hill, Christopher Lenin and the Russian Revolution 
13 Hobsbawm, Eric Age  of  Extremes  :  The  Short  Twentieth  

Century (1914-1991)
Hobsbawm, Eric The Age of Revolution

14 Kochan, Lionel B. The Making of Modern Russia
15 Kochan, Lionel B. Russia in Revolution 1890-1918
16 Male, D.J. Russian  Peasant  Organization  Before  

Collectivization : A Study of Commune and  
Gathering 1925-1930

17 Noger, Joseph L.  and Robert 
H.  Donaldson

Soviet Foreign Policy Since World War II

18 Nove, Alec An Economic History of the U.S.S.R.
20 Robinson, Nail Ideology and the Collapse of Soviet System :  

A  Critical  History  of  Soviet  Ideological  
Discourse

21 Schapir, Leonard The Government and Politics  of  the Soviet  
Union 

22 Shub, David Lenin
23 Trotsky, L. Lenin
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