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INHONOR OF THE DEPARTED

Seeds of Change: How Dr. Somveer Jakhar’s Vision is Shaping KU’s Green Future

Editor’s note: This article was compiled before the untimely passing of Dr. Somveer Jakhar. His vision and leadership continue to inspire the Department of Botany at KU.

The Department of Bot-
any at Kurukshetra Uni-
versity Is emerging as a
model of environmental
stewardship, combining
scientific research with
hands-on sustainability
practices. Under the late
Dr. Somveer Jakhar's
leadership, the depart-
ment implemented a ze-
ro-waste management
program, where students
took the lead in compost-
ing biodegradable

waste and driving stu-
dent-led environmental
action. “We're commit-
ted to more than educa-
tion—we're building eco-
systems of awareness,
action, and innovation,"

Dr. Jakhar had said. The
department's zero-waste
initiative,  implemented
through its horticulture
division, remains a model
of practical sustainability.
Composting units have
been set up using biode-
gradable campus waste,
and students actively
participate in creating
natural manure, reducing
dependency on chemical
fertilizers.

Students are di-
rectly involved in organic
farming, manual harvest-
ing, and herbal garden
maintenance, transform-
ing theoretical knowledge
into hands-on learning.
These green warriors

also produce plant-based
goods and conduct com-

munity outreach by ed-
ucating locals about the

benefits of medicinal
plants. A major highlight
of the department is its
growing focus on ethno-
botanical research. Stu-
dents are documenting

Kurukshetra University: The African Students'

Titiksha & William
Student

Leaving behind familiar
landscapes and loved
ones, African students
arriving in India brought
with  them more than
suitcases—they carried
hopes, responsibilities,
dreams, and the weight
of uncertainty. For many,
choosing to study at Ku-
rukshetra University was
not just an academic de-
cision, but a leap of faith
in search of opportunity,
belonging, and transfor-
mation in a foreign land. "I
had heard that Indian uni-
versities could be chaotic
and overly competitive,"
William recalled. "But |
needed a place where |
could balance life and

Mansi / Aastha

Student
The  evergreen, lush
greenery of KUK is

something no one can
take their eyes off. We
explore thefloral beauty of
this magnificent campus.
Since its establishment
in 1957, KUK has been
renowned for its beauti-
ful green surroundings.
Spanning over 477 acres,
the campus exemplifies
a perfect blend of edu-
cation and sustainability,
making it one of India's
most beautiful and en-
vironmentally conscious
universities. With over

study. Kurukshetra Uni-
versity became exactly
that—like an angel-teach-
er appearing when | need-
ed one." William's words
echo the sentiments of
many African students

who chose to pursue their
education at Kurukshetra
University  (KU).  Their

decisions weren't driven
by academics alone, but
by a desire for connection,

40,000 trees, KUK offers
a serene retreat that nur-
tures both body and soul.
Its greenery helps mod-
erate extreme summer
heat and winter cold. This
natural environment con-
tributes to reduced stress
levels and a healthier life-
style for students. Add-
ing to the charm are 50
well-maintained  lawns
and thousands of orna-
mental herbs, shrubs, &

flowering  plants—each
bursting with colour and
fragrance, making the

campus an ideal place
for study and personal
growth. Walking through

comfort, and a nurtur-
ing space where their
ambitions could flour-
ish. Julien, another Afri-
can student, emphasized
KU's focus on hands-on
learning."Practical learn-

iIng is a priority here; it
helps you apply knowl-
edge in the real world in-
stead of just memorizing
facts,” he said.He praised
the professors for being

like stepping into a living
botanical encyclopedia.
Common  trees like
Neem, Mango, Gulmo-
har, and Peepal stand
alongside exotic variet-
les such as the Camphor
Tree, Rudraksh, & Golden
Rain Tree. The campus
also houses rare gym-
nosperms including Ar-

aucaria, Ginkgo biloba,

traditional knowledge
related to plant-based
medicines, dyes, fibers,
and food sources used by
indigenous communities
In Haryana and neighbor-
Ing regions. This work not
only preserves cultural
heritage but also opens
new doors for sustainable
product development.
Inside the labs, the mo-
L 7%

mentum continues. From
tissue culture of endan-
gered species to research
on climate change mit-
igation through  plant-
based carbon seques-
tration, students are part
of research projects that
matter. A special lab for
climate change stud-
les and a Forest Ecology
and Culture Lab offer im-
mersive experiences that
esteemed beyond the
classroom. "Our vision is
to turn the Department of
Botany into a center of ex-
cellence under the guid-
ance of Honourable Prof.
Sachdeva, Vice Chancel-
lor, KU," Dr. Jakhar had
said.

Indian Journey into the Future

“a haven of knowledge,"
adding:"They're  always
gracious, ready to help
inside and outside the
classroom.” Mohammed
highlighted the welcom-
ingacademic culture."The
friendly relationship goes
beyond the classroom,”
he said. After consider-
INg many universities,
he chose KU because its
environment  reminded
him of home. "Group dis-
cussions, teamwork, and
learning from others are
highly promoted here—
just like in my country."
For Toto, the connection
goes even deeper—into
the historical and cultur-
al heart of Kurukshet-
ra."When friends from
other universities talk

and Juniperus chinen-
sis, which enhance its
ecological richness. The
university's green mis-
sion continues to evolve.
In 2024, around 1,000
trees were planted un-
der the Ek Ped Maa Ke
Naam campaign. During
the Van Mahotsav cele-
brations, another 3,000

about where they live,
they often don't know
much about the place.
But me? | could talk
for hours about Kuruk-
shetra's rich history, the
Dharohar Museum, and
its cultural landmarks.
It makes you feel root-
ed—part of something
bigger than your mortal
existence." John chimed
in with humor and admi-
ration:"You need a stu-
dio? There's a full-fledged
one for professionals.
You want a library? The
biggest in  Haryana—
and the best part? |t
is a place of becom-
ing, a second home, a
source of inspiration, and
a shared future.

trees were added, high-
lighting KUK's ongoing
commitment to affor-
estation and climate ac-
tion. What makes the
greenery here truly ex-
ceptional is not just its
density, but its diversity.
Visitors are greeted by
a burst of colour from
ornamental shrubs like
China Rose, Peacock
Flower, & Raat Ki Rani.
Herbal patches bloom
vibrantly with Petunias,
Dahlias,  Zinnias, and
Marigolds—each playing
a vital role in maintaining
the dynamic ecosystem
of the campus.
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Words of lmpact honored with pride— World Red Cross FOOk released :co-authored
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Introducmg Tarang the new sound of UIET 4
launchedat Excelsior 2025!

Institute of Mass Commu; on & Media Teg
Kurukshetra U Kurukshetra

("A** Grad Accredited )

Two forces of Ahilyabaiion, one mission - , Tech talks to catwalks — UIET Excelsior 2025 had it all!
VC Prof. S Sachdeva & Baba Ramdev
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— i \ spreading the power of Yoga!

Together for nature — NSS Sakora
: campaign orgamzed to support
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A tribute to tlmeless vision - VC Prof. S. Sachdeva’s homage to Pandlt Nehru.
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