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Don't Study Just for a Degree

Learn to Build Your Unique Ablllty An Advice from KU’s star Alumna

Dr. Pardeep Rai
Assistant Professor,
IMC&MT, KUK
In the long and proud
history of Kurukshetra
University, there is a rich
chapter dedicated to its
star alumni who have set
new milestones in vari-
ous fields, nationally and
internationally. In this is-
sue of KU Newsletter, we
feature one such shining
star Bharti Monga, a dis-
tinguished alumna of the
Department of Chemistry,
who graduated in 1996
and went on to achieve
remarkable heights in her
career. Born and brought
up in Sirsa town and mar-
ried in Amblala she rose to
the position of Business
Head of pharmaceutical
giant Cipla presently serv-
ing as sucessful entrepre-
neur, she has left her mark
on the professional world.
-As far as we know,
your campus placement
was like a never-heard-be-
fore news story. Could you
share what happened?
My campus place-
ment was actually a pret-
ty unique story. | was do-
ing my MSc in Chemistry,
and somehow | ended up
getting selected in the
MBA campus placement
and that became the talk
of the town. A big phar-
maceutical company had
come to hire MBAs for
sales and marketing, but
my department chair-
man, who really admired
my communication skills,
told me to give the inter-

Mansi

Student, IMC&MT, KUK
Behind the girls' hostel at
KU lies a peaceful and spe-
cial place-a quiet spot with
a Five- feet long Shivling
beneath a large Peepal
(Bo) tree. For many stu-
dents, especially girls hos-
tel residents, this space
holds spiritual meaning.
Some visit it for prayers,
while others go there sim-
ply to sitand find calmness
in their busy campus lives.
But over the years, a com-
mon question has often
been asked by students:
Did this place come into
existence naturally, or was
it created on purpose? The
KU Newsletter team looked

view a shot. And then, a
miracle happened they
selected me along with
the MBAs. Suddenly, | was
doing MBA-type work,
which wasn't my forte at
all, but my background
in Chemistry became my
real strength. In fact, the
company even sent me to
a world-famous business
school to do an MBA
-Very interesting!

So, your communica-
tion skills became your
launching pad. In this
context, could you tell
students about the impor-
tance of communication
skills in a career and how
they can master them?
Yes, whatever

your field may be, a good
command over language
is almost a prerequisite.
First, make a firm prom-
ise to yourself you can-
not take communica-
tion skills for granted. To
master them, my mantra
is simple: Read... Read...
Read. Unfortunately, the
younger generation, over-
whelmed by social me-
dia exposure, has drift-
ed away from reading.
But reading alone is not
enough. You must fol-
low it with analysis, in-
trospection, and forming
your own original opin-
ions. My humble appeal
to today's youth: Read,
introspect, and scrutinize.
-If  we're  not
mistaken, you began
from scratch and went
on to touch the sky?
Yes, | did start

Ms Bhart1 Monga, '
KUK Alumna (Batch-1996)
Department of Chemistry,

Former Business Head-Cipla
Presently, successful entrepreneur

from scratch and reached
significant  heights —
though I wouldn't want
to make tall claims like “I
touched the sky.” With all
modesty, | can say | re-
ceived the maximum pro-
motions possible. But the
picture isn't all rosy. It's
not a cakewalk to travel
the distance from a hum-
ble beginning to the top
boss position. It came at
a great personal cost —
unfathomable sacrifices
like staying away from
my children, extensive
travel, and pushing my
body beyond its limits.

-You became the
business head of a lead-
ing pharmaceutical gi-
ant, and after a long and
successful innings as a
top boss, you switched
to entrepreneurship a
few years ago. In your as-
sessment, which domain
is better—job or startup?

Without any ex-
aggeration and without

leaning toward one side,
| would like to put it as
it is: frankly speaking,
both domains have their
own pros and cons. Each
strengthens you in certain
areas while testing you in
others. But looking at the
current reality—when the
number of job seekers in
India is growing exponen-
tially—we need entrepre-
neurs in equal measure
to strike a balance. Today,
| feel an indescribable
satisfaction in  having
the liberty to give some-
one a job without seek-
ing anyone's permission.”

-Balancing a
high-pressure  role —
with frequent travel be-
tween your hometown
and Mumbai and over-
seeing a vast region for
the company — along
with household respon-
sibilities is no easy feat.
How did you manage it?”

Better you ask this
question to my husband
and in-laws — they could
answer it best. These
great people freed me
from all household re-
sponsibilities and man-
aged everything at their
end, without a single shi-
kva-shikayat (complaint).
My husband, despite
holding a high manageri-
al post himself — and still
serving in that capacity —
supported me immense-
ly. We often hear the say-
ing, 'There is a woman
behind every successful
man,’ but in my case, it's
the man who stood be-

Treasured Memories of KU’s Rock Garden

into the past- and what we
found was a beautiful, and
almost  forgotten story.
Nearly 40 years ago, this
peaceful area was part of a
Rock Garden, located close
to the NCC shooting range.
Inspired by the famous
Nek Chand Rock Garden
of Chandigarh, it was filled

with  sculptures  made
from waste materials like
glass, bangles, broken

tiles, pipes, and wires. The
garden was just artistic- it
was spiritual. In the cen-
ter stood same Shivling,
which still remains to-
day. From the 1980s to
the early 2000s, the Rock
Garden was a popular
place among students,

and visitors. People came
here to relax, reflect, or
simply enjoy the creativity
& calmness. The garden
had a unigue charm-its
sculptures, made from
discarded items, gave new
life to waste and brought
beauty to a corner of the
campus. However, with
time, things changed. As
the university grew and
new buildings were built,
many of the sculptures
were removed or fell apart.
Slowly, the Rock Garden
faded away. Today, only
the  Shivling remains-
silent but strong. During
festivals like Shivratri or
special Mondays, students
and workers still gather at

the Shivling to offer prayers
and sing bhajans. Even
children of the KU staff can
be seen playing nearby,
unaware of the rich history
under their feet. The area
becomes harder to reach
during the rainy season
due to muddy paths, yet
people continue to visit
it with devotion.This qui-
et corner now stands as
a reminder off what once

hind a woman's success.
Frankly, they were the
wind beneath my wings.

-Overall, whom
would you like to give
credit for your success?

Let me share the
cake of credit among dif-
ferent stakeholders. A big
slice goes to my alma
mater —  Kurukshetra
University. The mentor-
ship of the teachers in the
Department of Chemis-
try, and especially Prof.
Sanjeev Arora, made me
realize my true potential.
Another generous slice
goes to my family — par-
ticularly my in-laws, My
parents — whose support
has been invaluable. My
children — my daughter
and son ; they adjusted
to many changes and
sacrifices for the sake of
my professional growth.

-And finally, your
special message or ad-
vice to young students?

My advice will not
be sugar-coated — it's
meant to bring you clos-
er to reality. Limit your
time on social and digi-
tal media. Don't abandon
the reading habit, even
now, | read daily because
we can't excel without
it — in career or in life.
Be a sensitive human
being,  professionalism
without humanity up-
sets life's balance. Don't
study just for a degree —
grasp concepts deeply.

-Dear Madam....A
bundle of thanks for this
wonderful conversation.

KU Newsletter Answers the Question on Many Students’ Mlnd And It's a Heartfelt One

was- a place of art, peace,
and spirit. Though the
garden has disappeared,
its  memory lives on
through the Shivling and
the emotions, it still stirs
in those who visit. As KU
moves forward this sacred
space silently reminds us:
Some places may fade
from sight, but they nev-
er fade from the heart.
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