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INTERVIEW

ty's vision for higher education

Kurukshetra University has become the first government university in Haryana to secure NAAC 'A++' grading and the first in
the country to implement the NEP 2020. In the following interview Vice-Chancellor Prof. Som Nath Sachdeva shares how the
varsity is enhancing students’ skills, boosting research output and positioning itself for greater national and global recognition.

Fifty Thousand students are doing internships

How will the NEP benefit
students?

Kurukshetra  University
was thefirstinthe country
to fully implement the
NEP 2020 — not just on
campus, but across all
its affiliated colleges. The
university has integrated
multidisciplinary
courses, ability
enhancement  courses,
value-added courses,
skill enhancement
programmes, vocational
courses and internships

into  its  curriculum.
Internships  are  now
compulsory and  this

year alone, about 50,000
students from both the
university and its affiliated
colleges participated in
them.

What steps are being
taken to improve
research at the KU?

To promote high-quality
research, the university
has instituted seven
research awards, which
have already contributed
toan improvementin both
the quality and quantity of
research output. Recently,
KU secured a project
under the Partnership for

“Internships are now compulsory and this year alone, about
50,000 students from both the university and its affiliated
colleges participated in them... KU secured a project from
the Anusandhan National Research Foundation and is
expecting a grant of Rs 10 crore. Over the past three years,
the university has filed around 65 patents, all of which have
been published, with more than 30 already granted.”

\

Accelerated  Innovative
Research programme
from the Anusandhan
National Research
Foundation and s

expectinga grantof Rs 10
crore. Qver the past three
years, the university has
filed around 65 patents,
all of which have been
published, with more than
30 already granted. Given
Haryana's strengths in
agriculture and sports,
as well as its growing
industrial base, research
initiatives are now being
tailored to  improve
efficiency and innovation
in these areas.

What major challenges
does the university face?
The biggest challenge
was implementing NEP
2020, as the number of
courses doubled without
an increase in teaching

periods. The courses were
designed  strategically
to keep the additional
faculty requirement to
just 10 per cent. Funding
remains another huge
hurdle. About 5 vyears
ago, KU was facing
acute financial stress.
However, by engaging
with  the government,
the university secured
a substantial increase
in  grant-in-aid.  KU's
annual budget is around
Rs 500 crore, of which
roughly  half ~ comes
from  state  funding.
Faculty shortages are
also a concern, with
the university currently
operating at 50 per cent
of its sanctioned strength.
What initiatives are
being taken to generate
revenue?

KU is actively working to

boost its self-generated
revenue. One significant
step is the launch of
23 online programmes,

covering conventional
disciplines, professional
flelds and languages.

Enrolment has already
crossed 10,000. These
programmes operate at
zero cost to the university,
making them financially
sustainable. The UGC's
recent approval for dual
degrees  will  further
increase the appeal of
such programmes.

How is the KU helping
students become
employable?

Students are KU's primary
stakeholders and the
university is committed
to ensuring they leave not
only with degrees but with
career pathways. While
government jobs are

limited and high-paying
corporate positions are
highly competitive, KU
encourages students to
explore entrepreneurship.

Skill  development s
central to this vision.
The university  offers

online skill enhancement
courses in  fintech,
management, technology
and related fields. Two
iIncubation centres have
been set up, with 16
startups launched in the
past three years.

Is the KU working
towards improving its
ranking further?

Securing the NAAC A++
grade was a milestone
for KU, making it the
first state university in
Haryana to do so. This
accreditation is valid until
January 2031. Research
excellence plays a critical
role in rankings and steps
are being taken to boost
publications, patents and
innovation. KU's next
ambition is to feature in
the QS World University
Rankings, positioning
itself not only as a state
leader butas aninstitution
of global repute.

Unlock the Personality offers:
a roadmap for transformation

MONIKA DUA
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR,
IMCMT

An  Appointment  with
Personality — Unlock the
Personality, offers an
insightful and accessible
exploration of personality
development, with a
strong focus on how it
can empower students,
professionals, and
general readers alike.
It's not just a self-help
book it is a roadmap for
personal transformation.

What sets this
book apart is its inclusive
approach. It caters to
three key reader groups:
everyday individuals
with  no  specialized
background,  students,
and professionals
striving for growth in
their jobs. The language
is clear and engaging,

UNLACK

. VOLUME-OI

~.  VOLUME-02

2 \h

DR. TAPESH KIRAN
Author: Dr. Tapesh Kiran
Publisher: Evincepub
Publishing; First Edition
(2025)

Format: Paperback
Pages: 395 | Price:
3¥599/-

making it relatable and
applicable to daily life.

Throughout
the book, readers are
encouragedtointrospect,
develop emotional
intelligence, and build

stronger communication |
and decision-making !
skills, The author
stresses that growth is a |
continuous process and |
that anyone regardless |
of age or profession can |
benefit from cultivating |
their personality. :

An  Appointment |
with  Personality is a |
must-read for those |
seeking to unlock their !
potential. ~ Dr. Tapesh !
Kiran's work reminds !
us that real change |
begins  with  self- !
understanding. In  a |
world full of distractions !
and confusion, this book |
offers clarity, direction,
and purpose. Whether |
you're a student a |
working professional, or |
someone on a journey of !
self-discovery, this book |
deserves a spot on your
reading list. '

Snapshots of Passion:
Contest Winners Speak

KU Campus. "We just
wanted to do something
interesting... what began
as a hobby has now
become a passion.” This
was the sentiment of
the energetic students
of who secured the top
three positions with their
unique photographs in
the competition organized
on the occasion of World
Photography Day. The
event was jointly hosted by
the IMCMT and the Youth
& Cultural Department of
the university.

Sanjana, a fourth-
year student of Fine
Arts Dept.,, captured a
seemingly ordinary corner
of the campus. She said,
‘My aim was to show
that in the pursuit of the
extraordinary, we tend to
overlook the extraordinary
beauty hidden in the
ordinary."

Anjali, a first-year
student of the Geography
Dept., secured second
place by photographing
the natural beauty of
the campus. She said, “I
have realized that in the
hustle and bustle of life,
people have forgotten to
love nature. Through my
pictures, | want to sow
seeds of love for nature in
people's hearts."

Mohit, a second-
year student of the Fine
Arts Dept., capturedacycle
puncture repairman in the
university market and won
third place. He said, "My
interest in  photography
started in school, and now
it has become a passion.
| want to showcase the
contributions of people
doing small but essential
jobs on a bigger canvas,
because they are the real
greats.”
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