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KU research offers new hope for restoring ecological harmony

Butterflies Turned Kurukshetra
into a Living Laboratory

Dr. Pardeep Rai (Faculty)
KU Newletter
University research is not meant
for academic journals alone. Many
discoveries quietly unfolding in
classrooms, laboratories and field
surveys have the power to speak to
ordinary people, changing the way
they see everyday life. One such
example comes from Kurukshetra
University, where butterflies have
become storytellers of nature,
climate, and coexistence. Their
delicate wings are carrying messages
not just for scientists, but for all of us.

Ayear-longstudybytheDepartment
of Zoology has revealed that District
Kurukshetra, often recognised as a
pilgrimage destination and for its
vast stretches of agricultural land, is
home to a surprisingly rich butterfly
population. Research scholar Reetu
Boora, under the supervision of Dr.
Deepak Babbar, spent twelve months
documenting these winged wonders
across the district. The work took
them from canal-side vegetation and
crop fields to city parks, gardens,
and wetlands. What emerged was an
unexpected portrait of biodiversity
thriving quietly amidst human
activity.

The researchers recorded 50 species
of butterflies, representing 38 genera
and belonging to five major families.

.. Mottled Emigrant

2
~ ' Peacock Pancy
The most dominant among them
was the Nymphalidae family, which

includes many familiar species
seen fluttering around open fields
and gardens. This was followed by
Lycaenidae and Pieridae, indicating
that Kurukshetra still retains a
diversity of host and nectar plants
that support their life cycle.

“What surprised us the most
was not just the diversity but the
resilience of these species,” says
research scholar Reetu Boora. “Even
in spaces that appear ordinary
or heavily modified by humans,
butterflies continue to find ways to
survive.”

One of the most remarkable
findings was the presence of the
Danaid Eggfly, a butterfly now
protected under the Wildlife
(Protection) Amendment Act,
2022. Its presence in Kurukshetra
adds conservation significance to
the region and indicates that the
district still offers habitats worthy of
protection.

“This research is a reminder
that conservation is not limited
to sanctuaries and forests,” says
supervisor Dr. Deepak Babbar.
“Conservation can begin at our
doorstep and even in our backyards.”

The study also revealed how

closely butterfly populations are
woven with climate and seasonal
cycles. Diversity peaked twice a
year: in October, after the monsoon
bloom, and in April, when the spring
landscape is at its colourful best.
Winter saw a noticeable decline,
as harsh temperatures restrict
movement and reduce available food
sources. Using statistical models, the
researchers were able to show that
temperature, humidity, air pressure
and habitat variation all influence
butterfly behaviour and distribution.

The research team believes this
study can act as baseline data for
future ecological assessments in
Kurukshetra. It may also serve
as a guide for schools, municipal
bodies, farmers and residents.
Simple actions can support butterfly
conservation: ~ growing  native
flowering plants, reducing chemical
pesticides,  creating  pollinator
gardens, and protecting canal banks
and water bodies from pollution.

At a time when climate change
and environmental degradation
often dominate headlines, this
study offers a quieter alternative:
hope. Hope that biodiversity can
survive even in shared spaces. Hope
that scientific knowledge can guide
public participation.

Experiences from the Media Chaupal at Swadeshi Mahotsav 2025

When Tradition Met Technology: A Student
Memoir from IMCMT’s Media Chaupal

Arjun Singh

KU Newsletter

For us, the students of the
Institute of Mass Communi-
cation and Media Technolo-
gy (IMCMT), Kurukshet-
ra University, the journey
to the Media Chaupal at
Swadeshi  Mahotsav 2025
was not just an academ-
ic assignment—it felt like
stepping into a living mem-

) @@%Qﬁﬁ@@@ﬂ@ﬁﬁﬁ@@@@iﬁ)@

Ny Reflections We(students) Carry Home

CCAnchoring the Media Chaupal was not about asking
questions—it was about receiving stories. Every guest,
whether a scholar, artist, political leader or visitor, helped
me grow a little. I entered with nervousness and left with
confidence I did not know I could carry” — Arjun Singh.

— Tanvi.

€ learned that the best interviews are conversations, not
interrogations.” — Anjali.

CCFor the first time, media felt human, not just technical”

oir. We did not realise when
preparation turned into pas-
sion, when responsibilities
turned into learning, and
when our individual efforts
merged into a collective ex-
perience we now remember
fondly.

At the Parade Ground in
Sector-5, Panchkula, sur-
rounded by the colours,
rhythms and flavours of the
Swadeshi Mahotsav, a small
corner became the centre of
our world—a space we de-
signed, arranged and nur-

tured: the Media Chaupal.
The concept was unusu-
al, even a little bold—to
bring the modern medium
of podcasts into a setting
that resembled a tradition-
al Haryanvi Chaupal. Rope
cots, earthen pots, charpais,
wooden planks, clay lamps,
and in the middle of it all,
microphones, cameras and
recording consoles. Visitors
would pause, look again,
and finally step in with curi-
osity that soon became con-

nection.

Our roles were as diverse
as our learnings—anchor-
ing, sound engineering,
camera handling, coordina-
tion with guests, shooting
reels, scripting introduc-
tions, managing on-ground
movement. We realised that
media education is not just
a field—it is a lived practice.

Under the mentorship of
coordinator Dr. Satish Rana,
we learned the nuances of
podcasting— from voice

€ didn’t just hold a mic; I held responsibility.” — Mohit.

modulation and storytelling
rhythm to handling equip-
ment with precision and
confidence, and above all,
understanding the pulse of
the audience.

The idea of the Media
Chaupal is the brainchild
of IMCMT Director Prof.
Maha Singh Poonia, whose
vision shaped the entire ini-
tiative. He shared that Me-
dia Chaupal is not just an
event, but an experiment in
cultural communication.

Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini’s visit was a de-
fining moment. His words
on Vocal for Local added
depth to the purpose of the
Chaupal. Our conversations
with him did not feel like
an interview; rather, they
felt like encouragement—
gentle, dignified, and mo-
tivating. Prof. Somnath
Sachdeva, Vice-Chancellor,
Kurukshetra University, vis-
ited and appreciated the ini-

tiative.
o0 ©
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